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Changes in media and cultural landscapes are closely connected with one another, 

reinforcing the erosion of national borders in conjunction with processes of globalization. As 

early as the 1960s, Marshall McLuhan, the Canadian media expert, pointed out the potential 

for media transgressing territorial borders when he stated that all media are extensions of 

some human faculty. In the 1990s, American scholar Joshua Meyrowitz explained that film, 

television, radio and the telephone have extended our experiences in the world and that the 

family home is now "a less bounded and unique environment" (Meyrowitz 1990, 10). From 

the mid 1990s onwards, digital media perfected the "rise of the network society" (Castells 

2001), implying interdependencies for which the logic of the nation-state knows no concept. 

Mediatization can be seen as a process associated with far-reaching cultural changes which is 

permeating all areas of life and transgressing national borders to an ever increasing degree. 

Thanks to the use of digital media the "communicative construction of reality, namely culture 

and society, identity and an individual's everyday life" is changing (Krotz 2010, 106). 

This lecture will focus on the interrelations between changes in the media and cultural 

landscapes and particularly on their transnational dimensions. Topics include transnational 

phenomena accelerated by the media and their cultural consequences, such as the 

intersection of different systems of cultural norms and values and the cross-border 

communication patterns and flows of information. Transnational cultural flows move from 

west to east and south but also in reverse, so that it is possible to speak of a "global 

intercultural interplay" (Harmsen 1999, 95). Digitally mediated transnational cultural flows 

(Schachtner 2012, 536 ff.) have become one of the major challenges for the subject and 

society in this day and age. They promise a multiplicity of perspectives, give rise to new life 

forms and broaden the horizons of our knowledge; they also lead, however, to insecurity, 

overload and cultural conflicts. While sensitizing us to these transnational challenges, this 

lecture will also explore our options for dealing with these challenges in a constructive 

manner.  
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